
What is Accelerated Reader (AR)? 

Accelerated Reader is a 2-part programme that we use to asses and monitor reading 

across KS2. It is hosted by a company called Renaissance Place which provide us  

with STAR Reader tests and Accelerated Reader.  

STAR Reader Tests: 

 These tests are carried out termly by every child. This test is a range of general 

comprehension questions which assesses a child’s reading attainment as a whole. 

 When they take the test, children are provided with a Reading Level (ZPD), 

Reading Age, level at which they are working within their year group expectations, 

along with many other pieces of information. 

 Children are given their book levels on a bookmark for each term so they are 

aware of the books they SHOULD be reading; however, we do not use book levels to 

limit children’s choices in books, just to guide them with which books are suitable. 

Accelerated Reader: 

 This is the part of the programme that children use to test their comprehension 

of the books they have read. 

 When a child finishes a book, they take an AR quiz (either at home, or at 

school). The quiz tests their understanding of the whole book. Children are awarded 

points based on the length of the book (therefore how long it took them to read it). 

 Each child is given a target number of points to earn for each term. This is 

based on their individual book level and the amount we would be expecting children 

to read daily. These targets are set by the class teacher and reflect a realistic view of 

what we, as teachers, believe your child should be able to attain. 

How can I support my child with AR? 

 Ensure your child is reading regularly. This can be independently, with a 

parent/carer/sibling or even the use of audiobooks. 

 Encourage them to be taking AR quizzes as soon as possible after finishing a 

book (maximum 48 hours after). 

 Encourage your child to read books that are within their book level (rather 

than below) so they are more likely to achieve their target. 

How can I monitor my child’s progress on AR? 

Renaissance offer an add on to AR called Renaissance Home Connect. This allows 

you to log in, keep track of your child’s quizzing and sign up for email notifications 

of the quizzes they have taken. You are also able to see their progress towards their 

target. 

 

https://ukhosted2.renlearn.co.uk/2248927/homeconnect/


How can I see which books are on AR? 

You are able to check which books have AR quizzes on them by visiting: 

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/UserType.aspx?RedirectURL=%2fdefault.aspx 

From here, you can search the title of the book and it will tell you the book level and 

number of points. 

There are a few books which are not on AR. If your child is reading on of these 

books, please ensure that they let their class teacher know, who will be able to check 

their understanding of that book and adjust their points target accordingly. 

 

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/UserType.aspx?RedirectURL=%2fdefault.aspx

